
German WW1 Marschstiefel (Tall Boots) Model 1866 Evaluation
Grading of the suppliers listed here is based solely on the personal judgment of Doug Strong. No insult is intended, nor does it reflect the opinions of any reenactment organization. The
boots have been placed in three tiers. The list is made with US buyers in mind. All prices have been converted into US dollars at a January 2020 exchange rate. This evaluation does not

take into account makers that have changed their designs multiple times and only accounts for the newest version as pictured on their website. Some makers may also have old stock from
earlier runs with which they are still filling orders. It may also be possible that companies have changed their designs and not changed the photos on their websites.

Updated 4/19/2021
Tier 1 boots are made by the company, seller or individual selling them and are high in both quality and authenticity.

Maker/Dealer Country- &
Maker or
Vendor

Authenticity
rank

Qualit
y rank

Positive features Negative features Grade Price

Fredericci

Vendor TBD

Poland-
Maker.

1 1 ● Off the shelf coming soon from .
● High standard authenticity
● Excellent materials and workmanship

● No longer taking custom orders
● Some customers have had

communication difficulties
regarding custom orders.

A+? $TBD

Vlastislav
Koutný

Czech-
Maker

1 1 ● Made to order
● High standard authenticity
● Excellent materials and workmanship
● A wide variety of tall boot styles.
● Shipping costs included

● Custom construction takes time
● Possibly Long shipping time

A+ $337-405
Including
Shipping

Lederarsenal
Germany-
Maker

1 1 ● Made to order
● High standard authenticity
● Excellent materials and workmanship

● High Shipping costs
● Possibly Long shipping time
● Custom construction takes time

A+ $382

Sergey Yustas
Facebook only

Russia-
Maker

1 1 ● Made to order.
● High standard authenticity
● Excellent materials and workmanship
● Offers additional styles in a similar price range.

● Shipping costs and delivery time
may be high

A+ $420

Nestof Poland-
Maker

2 3 ● Correct steel hobnails
● Pegged soles
● Natural dyeable leather
● Excellent construction
● Correct steel heel irons

Also available from them on ebay as well as Soldier of Fortune  (though
SOF claims them to be made by Richard Underwood. They are clearly made
by Nestof) Nestof also carries Fredericci boots in in addition to their own
line.

● Possibility of shipping delays due to
international shipping.

● Although some people have lost quite a
few hobnails, my personal experience
with their low boots is quite different.  I
have not lost any hobnails despite years
of wear.

A- $179

http://www.koutny-cz.cz/en/holinky-marschtiefel-wwi/
http://www.koutny-cz.cz/en/holinky-marschtiefel-wwi/
http://www.koutny-cz.cz/en/kotnikova-schurshue/
http://www.lederarsenal.com/en/pages/bakery/jackboots-m1866-289.php
https://www.facebook.com/sergey.yustas
https://nestof.pl/product-eng-5455-Marschstiefel-M1866-Knobelbecher-jackboots.html


Tier 2 boots are primarily made by someone other than the company selling them and are moderate in either quality, or authenticity, or both.

Maker/Dealer Country-
& Maker
or Vendor

Authenticity
rank

Quality
rank

Positive features Negative features Grade Price

Hessen Antique USA-
Vendor

2 2 ● Uppers appear rugged.
● Has half soles
● Has steel heel iron
● Good looking boots

● Zamak (Zinc Aluminum alloy)
hobnails will fall out but not as
fast as others due to how they are
installed.

● Soles not pegged

B+ $179

Voenspec Russia-
Vendor

2 2 ● Has half soles
● Correct heel irons
● Correct hobnails
● Correct toe plates

● Shipping costs and delivery time
may be high

● Soles not pegged
● Website is in Russian (Use

Google Translate)

B $143

Obuwie
Historyczne - U
Szewca

Poland-
Maker

1 1 ● Made to order.
● High standard authenticity
● Excellent materials and workmanship
● Offers additional styles in a similar price

range.

● Shipping costs and delivery time
may be high.

● Website is in Polish (Use Google
Translate)

● Heel irons and hobnails available
at an additional cost. Figured into
the price listed here.

A+ $345

My recommendation is as follows.
1. Buy from a top tier maker. Their price is VERY similar to a tier two dealer and their quality and authenticity are far superior. My recommendations
would be either Fredericci, or Lederarsenal.

3. If budget is the biggest concern then consider a tier two pair and have a skilled cobbler (such as myself or Chris Chase) fix them and make them
wearable for you.

Doug Strong, the Kompanie Schuster

https://www.hessenantique.com/Infantry_Boots_with_hobnails_w_Heavy_Duty_Soles_p/1116522.htm
https://www.voenspec.ru/product/sapogi-soldatskie-iz-naturalnoi-kozhi-germanskoi-imperii-2051/
https://obuwiehistoryczne.com/produkty/54-Saperki%20WZ%2031
https://obuwiehistoryczne.com/produkty/54-Saperki%20WZ%2031
https://obuwiehistoryczne.com/produkty/54-Saperki%20WZ%2031
http://www.koutny-cz.cz/en/kotnikova-schurshue/
https://www.facebook.com/KompanieSchuster/

